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PREFACE,

HE text of the Uttara Gita is already published
in differcnt places and some of the editions
eontain an  Faglish translation slso. Thus

several of the readers may he fimiliar with the Text,

though it is not to be found anywhers in the extant
editions of the Mahabharata. This latter fact has led

L oy

geveral scho'ars to even doubt its genuineness. They
consider that it is & modern cowmposition grafted on the
ever expaudi'ﬁg Lpic. But some months ago T learnt
that the great Sri Gaudapadacharya, the author of the
world-renowned Maudukyﬁ Karikas and tho grand-
preceptor of the illus{rious Sri %émk:im'-‘Bbaga.vatpada-
charya had written a commenbary on this Poem.
Immediately I besan a search for manuseript copies of
this commentary, forif this was a facb, it would go a grenat
way towarde ostablishing the genuineness of the Poem
And I am glad to say that my labours in this direction
were soon ciowued with succese. I got an old palm.
leaf Ms. copy from the library of the Mutn at Sringeri,
“waother palm-leaf Ms. from Mr. Krishnaswamy Aiyar,
3.A. B.L. of the Tanjore bar —the grandson of Brahmasri
Iahalinga Sastrisa! of Tiruvasanallore and copies of two
i ther manuscripte from the Madras Government Oriental
lanusoripts Library- And all these manuscripts which



il

came from ditferent parts of the country were uniforao
in their colophon in ascribing the commentary to Si
Gaudapadacharya. And the commentary too wes
splendid. Hence 1 resolvad on immediately givirg
the book to the press so that the Sanskrit reading puble
may fully appreciate its merits. Now that the book s
before themn with this ancient and excellent commentary,
the readers may judge for themselves whether the Poem
deserves to he vclassified as modern or whether it isa
really ancient epitome of the priceless teachings of tbe
immortal Bbagavad Gita.

T. K. Balasubrahmanyam.
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